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Country Gentleman's Notion 


Concerning 


GOVERNMENT 5 
I N 
A Letter to his Friendat Leeds in Yorkghire. 


SIR, 


Receiy'd yours, and am concern'd at the continuance of 
your DiſatisfaCtion about the Oaths to King Willam. 
I will not fay the ſeverity of the Penalties annex'd by 
the Late Act, to the refuſal of them, ought to influence 
your Judgment; but for the ſake of your Family, you 
will do well to take the matter into further Conſideration. 
Be aſſured, that my Conviction of the Lawfulneſs of theſe 
Oaths is neither influenc'd by Fear nor Flattery : I hope 
= know me to be too much an Engliſhman, to believe [I 


ve been ſway'd by either; and I know you too well, to 
1magine 


+ - 


(2) 
tmaginethat my Example ſhou'd govern or prevail upon you 
further, than the Reaſons which 1-learnt- while--at- London 
(in-Converſation with ſeveral Lawyers and others) may have 
ſome weight with you, if placd in a due Light, and Con- 
{1der'd with Temper. 


You muſt nor expect a Vindication of the Keng's Title. 
To endeayour to Juſtifie it, 1s tofuppoſe a doubt ; which 
he muſt do, who goes about to argue it. Soverargns Titles 
are neverto be debated, or vindicated, but in.the Skſt anjl 
moſt tender manner imaginable, and it fhou'd be by Per- 
{cns of the greateſt Knowledge, Sagacity and Prudence; 
and I think neyer without the Direction and Command, or 
Expreſs Allowance of Authority, For any Detence of.a 
Title, if not well manag'd, is a Libel upon that Title. 
And we have had too many of them publiſh'd already, 
which inſtead of allaying ſcruples, have increasd their 
number. 


It ſuffices me, and ſeveral of my Acquaintance,'un axder 
to our ſatisfaction, to reaſon thus: That Man. 1s a ſociable 
Ereature ; that a ſingle Perſon conld' never /be*happy with- 
out the Converſation and Aſſiftance of' Others; 'nar wwh-it, 
if all his Acquaintance were Miferable: That Societies 
therefore were inſtituted by 'the Creator for the good of 
Mankind ; and that-ſuch Good is intended in refpect of.the 
Greater Number ; and conſequently, that as the Gaod' of 'In- 
dividuals, ſo the Oprnion of **m too, 1s 1nvoly'd in:that © 
the Majority, as united in one 'Civi] Society. This 'Ma- 
jority in all Aſſemblies, or Numbers of Men together, up- 
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on ath Occaſftens doth and muſk conclude the whole: For 
the whole could never otherwitfebe:concluded.by any publick 
Act: on Determination, if. ſuch; A& were not binding; to: 
every one, before eyery one 10. particular had aCtually con- 
ſented ta it. For who! ever-knew,, or can imagine an Ex- 
att Agreementot #grear Nizltitude:of men in One Opinion, 
On-which account: it ſeems neithen Wife, Mannerly, nor 
Eawtfnl, to oppofe, or Contradict the. Sentiments of the 
Community... whereof I am a Member, in chings of this 
nacure,. wherem the Welfareof the Whwle is concerned, 


For as every man 1s preſum'd moſt fond of his own In« 
tereſt, fo the greaternumber nni{t-be fuppos'd robe equally 
careful of theirs, and by canfequerice, that what is done 
by the Majority is bett for the Whole. *T'is plain that by our 
Conftiturion, in all Courts of Juſtice, the Majority giyes 
the Rule ; and that. Rule obliges the diffenting |udges to 
Act; as well as. Declare contrary to. their own feveral Fri- 
vare Opinions ; and! in all Controverſies and Difpures 
among Scholars, the Opinion of the greater Number, 
(knowing and: mterefted in the ſubject matter of the Que- 
ftion) is a fayourable Argument of.the Truch. In all Con- 
futtations of Lawyers or Phylitians, concerning Health or 
Property, the Party concern'd inthe inquiry takes the Majo- 
rity as his ſureſt Guide. Whatreafon can be alledged why 
this Rule ſhould nor hold, in all other Civil Matters,” of 
an indifferent Nature, wherein God. hath: not interpos'd by 


his expreſs Will ? 


| Now ifwe conſider theprinciples andthe Conſequence of. 
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che contrary Notion, I haye heard ſome affirm, that it 
can hardly proceed but from Preſumption, and too great 
ſelf-ſufficiency, and may bring Miſchief and Confuſion to 
the Publick, as well as Damage and Ruin to the particular 
Perſon. How can ſuch an Opinion and Practiſe in a pri- 
vate Man (inContradiCtion to the greateſt part of the So- 
ciety whereof he is a Member) but ſavor of Vanity, as if 
he had more Wiſdom and Honeſty than all his Neigh- 
bours ? And can he reaſonably expect to be ſafe in ſuch an 
Oppoſition to the Majority ? And if ſeveral be of his Mind, 
the publick Peace mult needs be endanger'd. 


If Men be Humble and Peaceable, there will be in things 
of this Nature, a Conſideration of the Opinion of the 
greater part of the Inhabitants of that Country, in which 
they are born and live, thereby to ſettlethe Rules and Mea- 
fures of their private Conduct. I wou'd feign know, 
what is the Law and Conſent of Nations, which we all 
reverence and eſtcem, as a Confirmation of the Law of 
Nature ; What is it, but the Opinion and Practiſe of the 
Majority ? *T were yery eaſte to argue upon this ſubject, 
from every Topick, by which the Ingenious Parker demon- 
{trates his Laws of Nature ; as from Reaſon and Expe- 
\ rience; from the Obſervations of Nature, and the Ne- 

ceſſities of Life 3 the Adyantages of Juſtice, and the Com- 
forts of Society. Every one of theſe would enforce and. 


illuſtrate this Thought. 


To ſtrengthen it further, it can't be denied that in caſe 
of great Numbers indiſtant Places, tho' of one Communi- 
TY, 


(9) 
ty, the meeting of every Particulat Perſon, in oxder to 
conſulc for the Common Good,, 1s in faCt impoſlible. 
Which Neceſſity doth teach and require the uſe of Re- 
preſentatrves: And Engliſhmen muſt agree, / that the 
manner of- Electing them;;:as hath been the Cuſtom 
of our Fore-fathers in all Ages, 1s reaſonable and wiſe, 
ſothat weare bound in Law and Reaſon, by their De- 
clarations, Acts -and Agreements, our Conſent being 
neceſſarily included in theirs, inall Points (as I ſaid) ofan 
indifferent Nature, capable of being Debatedand Deter- 
min'd by them, concerning which Almighty God hath 
not Exprelly interpos'd, and declard his Will ; and we 
think no man in his wits will pretend that he hath, as te 
the preciſe manner of Emptying and Filling Thrones, 
and the ſeveral Methods of Legal Succeſſion, 


Nor do any of the particular Laws of this Realm pre- 
yent or, weaken the force of this Notion. The Acts of 
Recognition of the Right of ſeveral of the Kings and 
Queens of this Realm do rather confirm, than contra- 
dict it, as 1s yery apparent upon the Reading of 'em. 
The greateſt and moſt expreſſive of 'em all, and which 
goes the turtheſt, 1s the 12 Car. 2. cap. 30. for the At-- 
cainder of the Regzczdes, but amounts only to this,, 
that the People of Eng/and, neither Collectively, nor 
Repreſentatively ever had, or ought to haye any coer-- 
cive Power over the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. 
Now whether this can be reckon'd ſufficient to condemn. 
this Notion of private Men's ſubgutring their Opint- 

on 
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On 'an@Praceils toithat/of the Waority,' in'reſpeect of 
Oarhs and Obedience, .may be left'to- any Man's Judg- 
ment : 'if /Nature' ard Reafon dictate this as a -pre 

Meaſure whereby! ts: Direct and, Govern» our Actions, 
tio-Law whanſoever'can vacdte, or; annal it. Bur is 
co ſuppofea Eavy to be made, which is not-alterable by 
the Authority char made-ir;; and that contradicts the 
agreed andi/known- Maxime, that Laws 4 Derogation 
of the-Authorityy which makes Laws-are Voud:;-+his 
muſt ibe' admitted... 12 DICE ) 49113364 314915) 8D1L 


Now-this being laid down, it appears further thae 
& Great Prence of the Royal Family, here preſent with- 
in the Realm, upors the departure of the former Re- 
gcnt (whether thar! Departure were choſen by him,-6x 
forc'd upon him, by the Actions of his own Miniſters, 
or thoſe' of his Enemues,. i hot; material to enquire) 
was enacted arid Beclared KÞNG by the Majority of 
thoſe: Repreſeneatwes.: And fo confirm'd, and decla- 
redagain, and again, by the- Majority of new —_ 
fatives, peaceably, and freely Elected ; (Which Election 
by the way implies the *Aſſent of every Voter to all the 
Acts of thoſe Perfons ſo choſen.) Then'Oaths of Fide- 
liry: were ſolemnly taken to- this Prince, not only 
the Repreſentatives, bur by. Particulars; by the Majort- 
ty of the. Nobility, Clergy, -Gentry, and Commonal- 
ty of the Realm. Then was heaflerted tobe RIGHT- 
FUE AND LAWFUL KING, and this not 
by thole-Repreſentativesalone,. but Voluntarily —_ 
| uch 
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fuck in witag, Under:the bands of: the Majurity . of : 
the Individugh too, {as the!/Favt nowftands)'Exodp= 
ting Women, Children and Servants, who arcnet'pro- 

parly. Si jurrs, Mow afcer alt chis, tit-ſeems iplaing 

that iprivate 'Perſors3 we concluded/'not-wnlyby:.the 

Power of the:Majorityy but by the'Eaw-of Reaſehand 

Nature, as Members of this Community, to pay Al- 

legiance to a Soveraign thus Conſtituted by the Con- 

ſent of their fellow - Klanders, even by their whole 

Country. And are any now to ſcruple or doubt ſuch 

a Title? "No ſurely, this is enough -to 'command 

mine, and yours, and every Engliſhman's True  Alle- 

grance, 


And I take itto be a much plainer and firmer Foun-- 
dation for Obedience, than all the fine-ſpun Schemes of 
Policy and Government ; which ſome pretending Ra-- 
kerS"info' the Rubbilh of Antiquity, have ſqueezd and. 
{train'd, out of old myſ{teraousunintelligible Records; 
or which by the changeable diſtinctions of ſome Caſuiſts 
have been propos'd for Convenience fake. This is plain: 
| Common ſenſe which eyery man feels, and falls into: 

uponthe firſt hearing. Burt at th@ rate, that ſome men. 
diſtinguiſh and refine wpan the? matter, an honeſt 
man cannot be made to underſtand whom he ought to: 
Obey, without being oblig'd to underſtand Metaphy- 
ſicks into the bargain. Theſe Thoughts, Sir,. have ſa-- 
tisfied me, that I am to conſider my ſelf not meerly as: 
2 {ingle Perſon, but asrelated to the Body of the Nati-- 
; RS ——TTCT TS _ 4a, 


you may likewiſe do- 
mind," is the deſign of this 


er of 


L : " ” vw 7 ” _—O POR | 
. -# : : LS TY 4 L-# SSa.i49% = Tho 
x7 þ. I « 0 - s 
2 | | = Wi 2.1K} 3:9 46 30s) 
p a X ; ' \ ; oY *%y 
: - * 4 , - . " * Shows Tt 
o 1 4 i ; F 3.1 $3 J 


? Nettingham. May Nl Tours toferve you; the." 
EN 29. 1696. Joe | oe ararory 


i 
. 


b 4 « 
—_ 1 exaaad Wea” 
ha” . i a*©..ud4f 4 - - was 
- 3 
OY 
p 
. * . 
iT ; | {1+ .- © 
- " » Cc « * 0 
# #« SS % « + 4 
. q 4 
% 4 . Ly 
c - % L "7 
= rr ot Foo "el ' 
ms © & (41 431384 \ 4 . # 
' C 
*, » . 1 g " 7 
*,* 4£ - -, op » o% b F k EY : : < 4 
— 5 :at wp 1 - Fi FAS 4 L213 4 4 
C we a . 
. - nd F - bh 2 f 
, 4 . - - # 4a 
- ' " 
= © : . : 
_— —— ——_ —_—-- — — —— - —— CO — — —— —— _————— 
_ WY "—_ 
oO rrR—— F i = —— _—_— — 
: LONDON, 
. . . 
Printed for Eliz. Whitlock near Stationers-Hall. 


tr 


